Semantic memory is impaired in schizophrenia.
Memory is emerging as a key area of neuropsychological deficit in schizophrenia, with evidence suggesting that the impairment is restricted to long-term memory. Semantic memory, the component of long-term memory containing stored representations of the meanings of words and knowledge about the world, was examined in 46 schizophrenic patients and 40 normal controls using a recently devised battery of tests. Evidence of semantic memory impairment was found which was wide ranging and substantial; in some cases it approached the levels seen in a group of 22 patients with mild-to-moderate Alzheimer's disease. Both group analysis and a more detailed examination of two single cases suggested that semantic memory impairment represents a disproportionate and possibly specific neuropsychological deficit in schizophrenia.